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Industrial Revolution Causes and Consequences 

Causes of Industrial Revolution: 

The analysis we have just concluded reveals that the 

entire society of European continent was absolutely 

ripe for change and the governments of several 

European states took steps. They introduced reforms 

to meet the challenge of new outlook and physical 

situation. 

The governments of European states felt that any 

negligence would invite disorder and chaos. 

Compared with the past, mind of men was quite 

scientific. Harman says – “Changing ideas was not 

the same as changing society. It would require 

another cycle of revolutions and civil wars to 

bring that about”. In the second half of the 

eighteenth century in Britain and several other 

countries of Western Europe there was a revolution 

in the industrial world. 

Several factors jointly contributed to the emergence 

of the revolution in the industrial and commercial 

worlds and the intellectual factors being the 

prominent of them. 



It has been asserted that evolution in thought and 

outlook was the chief factor that contributed to the 

rise of revolution in the industrial field. Before the 

emergence of revolution in industrial fields people 

earned their livelihood from agriculture and other 

fields. But agriculture was incapable to provide 

livelihood to everyone. 

People began to devise new scope for livelihood. 

Alternative occupations were to be found out and 

this feeling inspired them to go out in search of 

alternative ways. In the medieval period the life of 

the people centred on religion which taught them to 

be other-worldly minded. 

Under the impact of the new atmosphere people 

became materialist minded. They before long 

realized that agriculture could not satisfy their 

material demands and fulfill economic necessities. 

This caused Industrial Revolution. 

In the second half of the eighteenth century a 

number of discoveries took place with rapid 

succession and all these brought about radical 

changes in the industrial and production fields which 

ultimately led to the unprecedented rise in 



production of commodities. Jointly it is called 

revolution in the industrial sector. 

 


